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Introduc�on

Book 6 covers the final four chapters of Revela�on and presents the transi�on from the
present age through the Millennium and into eternity. Chapter 19 ended with the
capture of the An�christ and the False Prophet and with both being thrown alive into
the lake of fire while their followers who had gathered to fight against Christ were slain
with a word from the Lord. Chapter 20 begins where Chapter 19 le� off, with the events
following the ba�le of Armageddon. We start at the very last hour of the current age.
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Chapter 20

Chapter 20 begins immediately a�er the destruc�on of the armies of the An�christ.

(Rev 20) {1} And I saw an angel coming down out of
heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his
hand a great chain. {2} He seized the dragon, that ancient
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years. {3} He threw him into the Abyss, and
locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from
deceiving the na�ons anymore un�l the thousand years
were ended. A�er that, he must be set free for a short
�me.

Isaiah saw the same thing:

(Isaiah 24) {21} In that day the Lord will punish the
powers in the heavens above and the kings on the earth
below. {22} They will be herded together like
1prisoners bound in a dungeon; they will be shut up in
prison and be punished a�er many days. {23} The moon
will be dismayed, the sun ashamed; for the Lord Almighty
will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before its
elders—with great glory.

The use of “in that day” and of signs in the sun and the moon show that Isaiah is
referring to the Last Days. In the Isaiah passage, the powers in the heavens (Satanic
forces) and the kings of the earth (those who fought at the final ba�le) will be gathered
and bound for a long �me. When Christ returns, those who opposed him will be slain
(the soldiers who fought at Jerusalem), imprisoned, and held either for the final
rebellion at the end of the Millennium or for the final judgment a�erwards. The word
translated here as “punished” in verse 22 can also mean “released”. Both seem in mind
in the equivalent verses in Revela�on.

This is par�cularly true with Satan, the only one that Revela�on says will be imprisoned
and then released, will certainly both be released and punished “a�er many days”.

Note that the word translated “punished” in verse 22 can also mean “released”. Both fit
the parallel verses in Revela�on well, par�cularly for Satan.

1 In Revelation, those fighting against God at Jerusalem will be slain at Christ’s coming. Therefore, the
ones herded together cannot include them, but likely includes those who sent them into battle (i.e. the
Kings of the earth).
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The verses here in Revela�on strongly echo the events surrounding the fi�h trumpet2

when a star fell from heaven and unlocked the Abyss, though it is not clear that the
angel coming down from heaven and the star which fell from heaven are the same. As
was noted at the �me, stars are generally angels in Revela�on, and it is unlikely that the
task of unlocking the Abyss would be put in the hands of a fallen angel, so it is possible
they are the same. This angel, however, has a different job than the first. The first one
opened the Abyss to release the demons which would plague the earth during the
remainder of the Wrath of God. This angel will seal it up again. The Abyss is also called
Tartarus in scripture.3

The one the angel seizes is called four things: the dragon, the ancient serpent, the devil,
and Satan. These are the same four descriptors used when the dragon first appeared in
heaven.4 They are all the same individual so it is clear just who is meant. The dragon,
standing for Satan, appears only in Revela�on. The serpent is the serpent who tempted
Eve and is only here (and possibly obliquely in Isaiah 27:1) and in the parallel verse in
Chapter 12 equated with Satan. “The devil” appears only in the New Testament and is
iden�cal in meaning to Satan.5

According to Jude, Satan is not the only angel bound in chains:

And the angels who did not keep their posi�ons of
authority but abandoned their own home--these he has
kept in darkness, bound with everlas�ng chains for
judgment on the great Day.6

The chains are everlas�ng but their binding, at least their current binding, is not eternal.
This would indicate that these angels both are and will be punished by being bound with
chains, making this another example of punishment before judgment. These are
probably the same angels Peter men�ons,7 with Jude giving more detail for the reason.i

Both sets are held in darkness un�l they are judged, possibly by humans.8

For the dura�on of the Millennium, Satan will not be able to deceive the na�ons. This at
least means he will not be able to do what he has just done, that is s�r up the na�ons of
the earth against God’s people. At the end of that �me, he will be set free one last �me
and will once again gather followers in a vain assault on Israel.

2 Revelation 9:1ff.
3 2 Peter 2:4 where the word translated “hell” in the NIV is Tartarus in Greek. Both the Abyss and Tartarus
are where fallen angels are held against their time of judgment.
4 Revelation 12:9.
5 Matthew 4:8-11.
6 Jude 6.
7 2 Peter 2:4.
8 1 Corinthians 6:3.
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While the passage here does not say Satan will not be able to deceive anyone (just the
na�ons, s�ll in view from the abor�ve ba�le at Jerusalem), it is logical to extend the
sense to believe that Satan will not be able to deceive anyone during the Millennium.

The passage does not say his minions are also bound in the Abyss during this period, but
it is likely that such is the case. Note that though demons are held in the Abyss prior to
this �me,9 Satan has not been here before. Un�l he was cast to the earth, he was in
heaven.10 His angels at that �me were cast down with him, but they seem to have
gradually been locked up in Tartarus/the Abyss as �me has gone on. We see some of
that with the Gadarene swine.11

{4} I saw thrones on which were seated those who had
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded because of their
tes�mony for Jesus and because of the word of God.
They had not worshipped the beast or his image and had
not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands.
They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand
years. {5} (The rest of the dead did not come to life un�l
the thousand years were ended.) This is the first
resurrec�on. {6} Blessed and holy are those who have
part in the first resurrec�on. The second death has no
power over them, but they will be priests of God and of
Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.

Four last-days judgments are men�oned in scripture, and it is important to keep them
straight. We will briefly look at each of them here and see when they take place and
who is involved so that when we encounter them as we proceed, we can put them in
proper context.

First, we consider Ma�hew 19:28 which tells of the judgment of the 12 tribes by the 12
apostles.

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all
things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne,
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

The first ques�on that arises is, what kind of “reigning” is going on in the various
scriptures. The reigning is either judging in the sense of the Judges in the days before
Saul became king or it is judging the state of men’s souls. Whenever judging is done by

9 e.g. Luke 8:31.
10 Revelation 12:7-9.
11 Matthew 8:28
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people, it is the former type. Only God judges men’s souls. So we start by poin�ng out
that whenever something human (other than their souls) is being judged, the judges are
people and the judgment is administra�ve. Here in Ma�hew 19 the judgment is clearly
administra�ve since it is the twelve apostles who are doing the judging of the twelve
tribes.12

When do the events of Ma�hew 19 take place? The “renewal of all things” seems to
match with Revela�on 21:5a:

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new.”

The renewal of all things and making all things new seem to certainly refer to the same
events. But who is seated on this throne in verse 5? In verse 6 he calls himself “The
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.” Alpha and Omega appear three �mes in
Revela�on. In Revela�on 1:8 this designa�on refers to the Father. In Revela�on 22:13
Jesus says it of himself. A hint is given in Revela�on 22:3 when it says “the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city (the New Jerusalem) and his servants

will serve him.” Note that both “throne” and “his” are singular. There is only one God.
True, the throne of the father in heaven is sapphire, but that does not mean the throne
on earth must be. It seems likely the use of the singular is defini�ve.

It is therefore likely that this is the same period of renewal men�oned in Ma�hew
19:28, which is a�er the coming of the New Jerusalem. Note that what is promised here
in Revela�on 22 (and, by extension, in Ma�hew 19) is not so much a criminal judgment
as a reigning, poli�cal one. The 12 Apostles will judge the 12 tribes in the sense the
judges before Saul judged the tribes of Israel.13 That judgment will be eternal.

The judgment in Revela�on 5:8-10 is also poli�cal, though unlike the one in Ma�hew
19, it is on the earth and therefore must be before the end of the Millennium.

{8} And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and
the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one
had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. {9} And
they sang a new song, saying:

12 Presumably the people who constitute the twelve tribes, the people of Israel.
13 It is possible, though less likely, that the setting up of thrones in Revelation 20:4 (which clearly takes
place at the beginning of the Millennium) and the judging in Revelation 22 are an example of a
compression of last days timelines. More likely, however, is that the judging in Revelation 20 is temporal
and temporary (for the duration of the Millennium and that in Revelation 22 is eternal and perpetual. That
would make the latter the “making new” of the former.

In any event, the judgment in Revelation 20 is not of the eternal state of men’s souls.
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“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its
seals, because you were slain, and with your
blood you purchased for God persons from every
tribe and language and people and na�on.

{10} You have made them to be a kingdom and
priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the
earth.”

Because they reign on the earth, this is the same judgment as that seen in Revela�on
20:4. Those on the thrones, therefore, are “persons from every tribe and language and
people and na�on.”

Both of these judgments have to do with reigning, but not with the state of anyone’s
soul. The other two judgments are very different.

In Ma�hew 25 Christ speaks of what has come to be called the Sheep and Goats
judgment:

{31} “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the
angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. {32} All
the na�ons will be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. {33} He will put the
sheep on his right and the goats on his le�.

{34} “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance,
the kingdom prepared for you since the crea�on of the
world. {35} For I was hungry and you gave me something
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in, {36} I needed clothes
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked a�er me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me.’

{37} “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? {38} When did we see you a stranger
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothed
you? {39} When did we see you sick or in prison and go to
visit you?’
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{40} “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’

{41} “Then he will say to those on his le�, ‘Depart from
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. {42} For I was hungry and you
gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, {43} I was a stranger and you did not
invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I
was sick and in prison and you did not look a�er me.’
{44} “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or
in prison, and did not help you?’

{45} “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not
do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’

{46} “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but
the righteous to eternal life.”

There is some confla�on of �me going on here. Christ comes with his angels at the end
of the current age, the beginning of the Millennium. But he sits on his glorious throne at
the end of the Millennium when the old heavens and old earth are swept away. This
confla�on is not uncommon, par�cularly when Christ is describing events of the end of
the age and the world to come. Because everyone will be judged at the Sheep and the
Goats judgment, it seems clear we are talking about the Last Judgment (the fourth
judgment in scripture) and that the Last judgment and the Sheep and Goats judgment
are the same.

The Last Judgment is discussed explicitly in Revela�on 20:

{11} Then I saw a great white throne and him who was
seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his
presence, and there was no place for them. {12} And I saw
the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened. Another book was opened, which is
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what
they had done as recorded in the books. {13} The sea gave
up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up
the dead that were in them, and each person was judged
according to what they had done. {14} Then death and
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is
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the second death. {15} Anyone whose name was not found
wri�en in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.

Who is present at the Last Judgment? The answer is everyone who has ever lived (with
the possible excep�on of the An�christ and False Prophet). “The dead” in verse 12
therefore means all the dead.

It seems redundant to be judging people who were raised at the first Resurrec�on being
here to be judged, but that is answered by the presence of the two sets of books. At the
Last Judgment people’s state of salva�on is determined by whether they are in the Book
of Life. Their deeds have nothing direct to do with whether they are in the Book of Life
(a person with a deathbed conversion, for example, will be in the Book of Life but have
no posi�ve deeds listed for him in the other set of books).

The Last Judgment and the Sheep and Goats judgment are the same thing, with the
account of the Sheep and Goats judgment being somewhat more abbreviated,
par�cularly when it comes to the two sets of books. The two judgments have the same
people (everyone), the same outcome (people are judged according to their deeds). In
the descrip�on of the Last Judgment in Revela�on 20 “deeds” are divided into choices
for Salva�on and good works (which follow such choices)

Everyone is judged both on their state of salva�on (whether they are in the Book of Life)
and their deeds, and they are rewarded or punished in accordance with what is found in
the books. Good works are not, in once sense, necessary for salva�on – since salva�on
comes from having your name in the Book of Life which in turn comes from faith in
Christ. On the other hand, good works are necessary for salva�on because a saving faith
will manifest in good works. The fact that at the Last Judgment there are two sets of
books shows this dichotomy, par�cularly when coupled with the Sheep and Goats
judgment which seems en�rely based on works. Knowledge that good works
necessarily follow a saving faith resolves the seeming paradox.

Now that we have set out the four “judgments”, we return to the text of Revela�on
where understanding which judgment (of the earth or of the souls of men) is in view will
help clarify the relevant scriptures, par�cularly with respect to what people are in view.

Revela�on 20:4-6 reads:

{4} I saw thrones on which were seated those who had
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded because of their tes�mony for
Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not
worshipped the beast or his image and had not received
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his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to
life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. {5} (The rest
of the dead did not come to life un�l the thousand years
were ended.) This is the first resurrec�on. {6} Blessed and
holy are those who have part in the first resurrec�on. The
second death has no power over them, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a
thousand years.

This first resurrec�on, we know from elsewhere in scripture, includes all who served
Christ across �me, martyred or not. They are raised contemporaneous with or just prior
to the Rapture. Note that John sees the souls of those martyred and that they came to
life. In verse 5 it says that this is the first resurrec�on. If the Rapture is in view in
Revela�on anywhere, it is here. But if this is the first resurrec�on, what are we to make
of Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter and those who came out of their tombs at the �me of
Christ’s resurrec�on?

(Ma�hew 27) {52} and the tombs broke open. The bodies
of many holy people who had died were raised to life. {53}
They came out of the tombs a�er Jesus’ resurrec�on and
went into the holy city and appeared to many people.

All of these are brought back to life but are not transformed into their resurrec�on
bodies. Like Lazarus, they will again die. Only Jesus assumes his resurrec�on body prior
to the “first resurrec�on” of Revela�on 20.

All the believers that John sees at the first resurrec�on – all the believers of all �me –
are the ones who come to life. We know that the dead saints will be raised before the
Rapture. Paul says in 1 Thessalonians:

(1 Thessalonians) {15} According to the Lord’s word, we tell
you that we who are s�ll alive, who are le� un�l the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who
have fallen asleep. {16} For the Lord himself will come
down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice
of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. {17} A�er that, we who are s�ll
alive and are le� will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be
with the Lord forever.

John is witnessing here the fulfillment of what Paul foresaw in 1 Thessalonians: the
resurrec�on of the blessed dead of all ages and the transforma�on of those s�ll alive.
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Since this is called the first resurrec�on there can be no general resurrec�on before it,
and since the Rapture cannot precede the resurrec�on, the Rapture cannot have
already taken place. This alone rules out a pre-Tribula�on Rapture.

So exactly who are those who par�cipate in the first resurrec�on? We know that it
must be the blessed dead of all ages because 1 Thessalonians 4:15 says that those who
are alive and greet Christ at his coming will not join Christ before those who have
already died at that �me. All who are alive will join Christ in the air. Since all the living
believers and all the dead believers comprises all believers, that is who will be
resurrected at the first resurrec�on. Verse 6 in the current chapter says that those who
are a part of the first resurrec�on will reign with Christ for the Millennium. This gets
support from Revela�on 5:10 where it says that all whom Christ has purchased will reign
with him on the earth.

It is therefore the thrones for believers of all ages, transformed or resurrected, who will
reign with him on earth, including the 12 Apostles.

John also sees some other subsets of the blessed dead. In verse 4 he sees the souls of
those beheaded because of their tes�mony for Jesus and because of the word of God.
They had not worshipped the Beast nor taken his mark. It specifically says (verse 4) that
they came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. Does this mean only
believers who were literally beheaded were resurrected? No. πεπελεκισμένων, the
word used in Verse 4, (when used at least of inanimate objects) can mean cut off or cut
down. Thus, it is likely that we are seeing a part (those martyred by beheading) used for
the whole (all who were martyred in the Great Tribula�on).

This brings us to verse 5 “The rest of the dead did not come to life un�l the thousand
years were ended” Those who come to life at the end of the Millennium for the Last
Judgment are all those who died apart from God across all �me and in the Last Days but
it must also include those who entered the Millennium in their earthly bodies and die
some�me during the thousand years, regardless of their spiritual state. They will be
resurrected to face judgment, both for their spiritual state and for their deeds. It is also
possible (perhaps likely) that those who par�cipate in the first resurrec�on will have
their deeds judged at the Last Judgment and rewards given for their eternal state.

We will have more to say about the Last Judgment when we get there in the
commentary.

Revela�on 20 marks the end of the current age and the beginning of the Millennium.
But what is the Millennium? The word “χίλιοι” literally mean a thousand and in each of
the uses in Revela�on it is coupled with “ἔτη” meaning years. The period of a thousand
years occurs six �mes in Revela�on 20, in six sequen�al verses, and nowhere else:
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(Revela�on 20) {2} He seized the dragon, that ancient
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years (χίλια ἔτη)

{3} He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it
over him, to keep him from deceiving the na�ons anymore
un�l the thousand years (χίλια ἔτη) were ended.

{4} I saw thrones on which were seated those who had
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded because of their tes�mony for
Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not
worshipped the beast or his image and had not received
his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to
life and reigned with Christ a thousand years (χίλια ἔτη).

{5} The rest of the dead did not come to life un�l the
thousand years (χίλια ἔτη) were ended. This is the first
resurrec�on.

{6} Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first
resurrec�on. The second death has no power over them,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with him for a thousand years (χίλια ἔτη).

{7} When the thousand years are over, Satan will be
released from his prison (χίλια ἔτη)

The thousand-year period of Satan’s confinement and the 1000-year reign of Christ,
men�oned here at the same �me seem certain to be the same period. It might seem
obvious that all of these refer to a period of 1000 years where the saints and Christ will
co-rule and Satan will be confined, but there are several ques�ons that have been raised
over the years about this period. The most important two are, “where does this reign
take place?” (meaning is it on earth or in heaven) and “is it literal?”.

Neither verse four nor verse six, the only two places in the bible where a thousand-year
co-reign of the saints with Christ is men�oned, says where it takes place. This has led
some to say the reign is from heaven. But a verse in Revela�on chapter 5 rules that out:

(Revela�on 5) {9} And they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your blood you
purchased for God persons from every tribe and language
and people and na�on. {10) You have made them to be a
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kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign
on the earth.”

Whoever these people are, they reign on earth. Also strongly suppor�ng that this takes
place on earth is John’s loca�on when he sees the thrones set up. He is on earth, as he
has been for several chapters. The Millennial reign of Christ will therefore be of the
earth and take place on the earth. His followers, as promised, will rule with him there.

The other ques�on is whether this is meant literally. Unsurprisingly, there are schools of
thought that, having taken prophe�c scripture literally up to this point, get to the
Millennium and start to spiritualize it away.

The three main approaches to the Millennium are Amillennialism (literally no-
Millennium), Post-Millennialism, and Pre-Millennialism. These are discussed in detail in
the Appendix on the Millennium and there is no reason to repeat the discussion here.
The authors hold to the pre-Millennial interpreta�on, believing that the Bible teaches a
literal thousand-year reign of Christ and his followers on earth.

The next ques�on about the Millennium is who the inhabitants of millennial earth are
and in what state they exist. We know that many will be there in their living bodies.
Daniel 7:12, speaking of what happens to the na�ons of the earth a�er the destruc�on
of the An�christ, says that though they are stripped of any authority, they are allowed
to survive for a while. For them to survive they presumably need ci�zens. We know this
is the case from Zechariah. There will be the survivors of the na�ons that a�acked
Jerusalem in the last ba�le. Not the a�acking soldiers of those na�ons – they are all
killed by Christ – but everyone else from the na�ons. Zechariah 14:16 says:

Then the survivors from all the na�ons that have a�acked
Jerusalem will go up year a�er year to worship the
King, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Fes�val of
Tabernacles.

In addi�on to these, it is likely that there will be survivors who are not believers (and
hence not raptured) who also did not take the mark but managed to avoid being killed
by the An�christ.

More problema�c are all the people who worshipped the Beast and took his mark. A�er
Revela�on 20:4 the mark is never men�oned (those who take the mark are last
men�oned in Revela�on 19:20) and though those who take the mark will be punished
eternally, it isn’t clear what happens to them in the meanwhile. It is possible that some
of them live and eventually die in the Millennium, to be raised again and eternally
condemned at the Last Judgment. More likely, however, is that those who took the
mark are among those killed by Christ when he returns. If this is true, there will
therefore be no mark-takers in the Millennium.
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When scripture says this is the first resurrec�on, what is meant by “first”? Some,
par�cularly those who support a pre-Seven�eth Week Rapture, maintain that it is first in
kind or priority, rather than first in �me. They say it cannot be first in �me because
Christ, Moses, and the blessed dead have already been resurrected prior to this men�on
in Revela�on. It is true that Christ was resurrected, but he is called the firstborn of the
dead.14 It is not at all clear that Moses, when he appeared with Christ on the mount of
Transfigura�on had been resurrected. His appearance there is certainly evidence for
the conscious state of the dead, but not for a mul�-stage “first resurrec�on”. As
discussed in the chapter on the Rapture, this breaking apart of the resurrec�on of the
blessed into two or many ‘first’ resurrec�ons is just one of the many events which must
be split into several pieces to make a pre-Seven�eth Week Rapture work.

The order of events at the resurrec�on are given several places in Scripture. 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 says that Christ will come from heaven, the dead will rise first and
then those who are alive will be transformed. 1 Corinthians 15:23 states clearly there is
only one resurrec�on of the just (besides Christ’s own) and that it takes place when
Christ returns.15 It is the “resurrec�on of the righteous”16 and the “resurrec�on from
the dead”.17

Very li�le is said in Revela�on about life on earth during the Millennium or how the
resurrected and non-resurrected inhabitants interact. Isaiah gives some indica�on:

(Isaiah 2) {2} In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s
temple will be established as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills, and all na�ons will stream
to it. {3} Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the
God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may
walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. {4} He will judge between the
na�ons and will se�le disputes for many peoples. They will
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Na�on will not take up sword against
na�on, nor will they train for war anymore.

And again,

14 Revelation 1:5, 1 Corinthians 15:20.
15 We leave aside the resurrections of Matthew 27:52-53. There simply is not enough information given in
scripture to say what is going on there.
16 Luke 14:14, Acts 24:15.
17 Luke 20:35.
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(Isaiah 11) {6} The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard
will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the
yearling[a] together; and a li�le child will lead them. {7} The
cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. {8} The
infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child
will put its hand into the viper’s nest. {9} They will neither
harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea.

While it is likely that much of what Isaiah sees in this second sec�on is symbolic, the
essen�al ideal is that during the thousand years the earth will be suffused with the
peace of the Lord. That peace will not last.

{7} When the thousand years are over, Satan will be
released from his prison {8} and will go out to deceive the
na�ons in the four corners of the earth--Gog and Magog--
to gather them for ba�le. In number they are like the
sand on the seashore. {9} They marched across the
breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's
people, the city he loves. But fire came down from
heaven and devoured them.

Satan will be set free at the end of the thousand years and go out once again to s�r up
the na�ons against Israel and Jerusalem and lead them against her. These na�ons are
said to be at the four corners of the earth, that is, a long way from Jerusalem. They are
called Gog and Magog, but who they are if anything specific is meant, is nearly
impossible to say. Gog appears eleven �mes in Scripture. The first place is in 1
Chronicles 5:4 where he is listed as the grandson of Joel. It is not clear who Joel is,
though he appears to be a descendent of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel. Nothing further
can be said about him other than that he had a son named Shimei.

There are then nine men�ons of Gog in Ezekiel, where it appears to refer to a country or
region, not a person. Gog is said to be of the land of Magog18 which is the only place
Gog and Magog are paired other than in Revela�on. The final men�on is here in
Revela�on 20:8.

Many a�empts to iden�fy Gog, Magog, Meshek, Tubal, and others associated with them
have been made, none with no�ceable success. About all that can be said, and that with
li�le confidence, is that they are far from Israel, possibly to the north or northeast.

18 Ezekiel 38:2. The other verses in Ezekiel are 38:3, 38:14, 38:16, 38:21, 39:1, 39:11, and 39:15.
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Magog is men�oned five �mes in scripture. In Genesis 10:2 and 1 Chronicles 1:5 he is a
son of Japheth and brother of Gomer, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshek, and Tiras. In Ezekiel
38:2 he is associated with Meshek and Tubal as though he were their overlord. The
same associa�on is in Ezekiel 39:1-6. Finally is the verse here in Revela�on.

Whatever Gog and Magog are, when Satan is released near the end of the Millennium,
they will launch a war against Israel. As happens at the ba�le that destroys the
An�christ, those who fight against Jerusalem are destroyed by fire from heaven, though
this �me not specifically from the mouth of Christ.

{10} And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into
the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false
prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day
and night for ever and ever.

Satan now becomes the third and final member of the unholy trinity to end up in the
lake of fire, and there he and the An�christ and the False Prophet will remain forever.
We doubt they will enjoy each other’s company.

Once the An�christ, False Prophet, and Satan have moved into their eternal state, it is
�me for mankind to do the same. The next thing John sees is the Last Judgment and, as
the throne of that judgment appears, both earth and sky cease to be, fleeing from the
presence (literally face) of him who sits on the throne.

{11} Then I saw a great white throne and him who was
seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and
there was no place for them. {12} And I saw the dead,
great and small, standing before the throne, and books
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the
book of life. The dead were judged according to what
they had done as recorded in the books.

Who is seated on the throne? There really are only two possibili�es, Christ or the
Father. Suppor�ng that it is Christ is a parallel scripture in Ma�hew:

(Ma�hew 25) {31} "When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne
in heavenly glory. {32} All the na�ons will be gathered
before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
{33} He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his
le�.
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The fact that Christ will appear in his heavenly glory seems consistent with the earth and
sky fleeing from his presence. It is not precisely because Christ is appearing that causes
this – he has, a�er all, been on earth for a thousand years at this point – but because his
glory is too much for the created realm.

Others maintain it is the Father, not Jesus, who is si�ng on the White Throne. They
point out that John throughout Revela�on refers to the Father as “he who sat upon the
throne” and that he here refers to the judge the same way. They also call in support on
such scriptures as John 12:47 where Christ says, “I did not come to judge the world, but
to save it.” This view neglects a number of things, however. First, this throne is different
from God’s, being white instead of sapphire (cf. Ezekiel 1:26), so there is no reason to
equate their occupants. Second, the parallels between Revela�on 20:11-15 and
Ma�hew 25:31-46 both in context and in content are so strong they must describe the
same events. Third, 2 Corinthians 5:10 makes it clear that all must appear before Christ
to be judged for their deeds:

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things
done while in the body, whether good or bad.

Those who teach that this judgment is separate from that of Ma�hew 25 maintain that
the sheep and goats judgment takes place at the beginning of the Millennium and the
Great White Throne judgment at the end. It is true that Christ refers to the sheep and
goats judgment occurring when “the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him”19 and he certainly appears in glory at the start of the Millennium. But as we
have seen, the sheep and goats account is likely a parable about the Last Judgment and
not a direct prophecy.

Regardless of the rela�onship of the sheep and goats judgment with the Last Judgment,
the sheep and goats judgment cannot take place at the start of the Millennium. Since
the second resurrec�on takes place at the end of the Millennium, it seems impossible
that they can be judged before they are resurrected. Therefore, the only �me their
judgment can take place is a�er their resurrec�on a�er the end of the Millennium.
Finally, the results of the sheep and goats judgment and the great white throne
judgment are so close that it makes it very likely that the Last Judgment includes the
sheep and goats judgment.20

Some, accep�ng that there is only one Last Judgment, maintain it must take place at the
beginning, not the end of the Millennium because those si�ng on the thrones as the

19 Matthew 25:31.
20 It should, perhaps, be pointed out that some have seen a third eternal judgment (besides the Last
Judgment and the sheep and goats judgment), the Great White Throne judgment. It seem unnecessary to
duplicate judgments. All three sort people into their final states and therefore are almost certain to be the
same set of events.
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Millennium begins are presumed to require a judgment to get there. First, nowhere in
Scripture is it said that the condi�on of the dead a�er death but before judgment is the
same for the blessed and the lost. On the contrary, the parable of Lazarus and the rich
man21 and Peter’s discussion of the pre-judgment state of the lost22 both show a
dis�nc�on. If there is a dis�nc�on, then their ac�ons have determined their des�nies
prior to judgment. The passage in 2 Peter makes it clear that punishment can begin
before judgment, and so, presumably, can eternal life.

Finally, there is a parallel passage from Isaiah that speaks of a long period of �me
between the imprisonment of evildoers and their punishment:

In that day the LORD will punish the powers in the heavens
above and the kings on the earth below. They will be
herded together like prisoners bound in a dungeon; they
will be shut up in prison and be punished a�er many
days.23

Who is it that are judged at the Great White Throne judgment? It is the dead of all ages,
now resurrected either as part of the first or the second resurrec�on. Those
resurrected as part of the first resurrec�on will not be condemned,24 but it is not certain
that those who are part of the second universally will be. In addi�on to the unsaved
dead of all ages and those killed at Christ’s return, those resurrected in the second
resurrec�on will include those who died natural deaths during the Millennium.
Presumably some of them will have become followers of Christ.

Each person, Chris�an and non-Chris�an,ii will be there and his deeds will be judged. His
fate is determined, however, not by what is wri�en in the books that contain his deeds,
but by whether his name is in the book of life. His reward is determined by what he has
done but his fate is determined by whether he belongs to Christ. Those who have built
on the founda�on of Christ, whatever they have built, will be saved, but their deeds will
be tested to see whether they survive and receive a reward:

For no one can lay any founda�on other than the one
already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this
founda�on using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or
straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and
the fire will test the quality of each man's work. If what he
has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned

21 Luke 16:20ff.
22 2 Peter 2:5-9.
23 Isaiah 24:21-22.
24 Revelation 20:6, though their deeds will be judged.
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up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as
one escaping through the flames.25

There are numerous scriptures suppor�ng the fact that we will be judged according to
our deeds but will escape condemna�on because of the blood of Christ. Not receiving a
reward is not condemna�on! Paul speaks of this in several other places as well:

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive what is due him for the things
done while in the body, whether good or bad.26

And again:
You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you
look down on your brother? For we will all stand before
God's judgment seat. It is wri�en: "'As surely as I live,'
says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every
tongue will confess to God.'" So then, each of us will give
an account of himself to God. Therefore let us stop passing
judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not
to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's
way.27

John also, in his first le�er, indicates we will all face the day of judgment, but we have
nothing to fear.28

There is some indica�on that not only men, but also angels will be there.29 In any event,
angels who have sinned face their own judgment.

The judge at the Great White Throne judgment is as we discussed above, almost
certainly Christ. The throne is, appropriately, called both God’s judgment seat30 and
Christ’s.31 Christ himself made it clear that this was his judgment, given to him by his
father:

Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all
judgment to the Son...32

25 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.
26 2 Corinthians 5:10.
27 Romans 14:10-13.
28 1 John 4:17.
29 2 Peter 2:4.
30 Romans 14:10.
31 2 Corinthians 5:10.
32 John 5:22.
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Simultaneous with the appearing of the Great White Throne, Earth and sky disappear
and cease to be. This is the prepara�on for the new heavens and new earth to come.33

Several �mes, both earth and sky have been damaged or par�ally destroyed during the
Wrath of God. In par�cular, the heavens rolled up like a scroll, and all places on earth
were badly shaken by earthquakes. In the process of earth going away, its dead are
released for the second resurrec�on and judgment.

{13} The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death
and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each
person was judged according to what he had done. {14}
Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
The lake of fire is the second death. {15} If anyone's
name was not found wri�en in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.

Paul34 stated that the last enemy to be defeated was death, and here both death and
Hades, the abode of the dead, are destroyed. The two were linked in the fourth seal,
and they are linked here. There will be no more need for them now when all people
and angels have reached the places they will spend eternity. It is interes�ng to note
that there are three sources for the dead: the sea, death, and Hades. All three of these
are now to be destroyed, the first two here by being thrown into the lake of fire, while
the sea disappears with the earth and is not found in the new earth.35 If there is a
significance to this three-fold source of the dead, it is by no means clear. It is possible
that the division is “the sea”, standing for the Abyss (with its associa�on with demons),
as the source of the truly evil dead, and “Death and Hades” as the source for the rest,
but this is unclear.

Some have seen in the Lake of Fire the destruc�on of the lost, not their eternal
punishment. Unfortunately, that is unsupported by either this text or by any other New
Testament text.

33 See Chapter 21.
34 1 Corinthians 15:26.
35 Revelation 21:1.
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Chapter 21

(Revela�on 21) {1} Then I saw a new heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea.

At the end of Chapter 20 in connec�on with the White Throne Judgment, the earth and
heaven pass away. Now, we see their replacement, the new heaven and the new earth
wherein God will dwell with man for all eternity. The new heavens and new earth are
men�oned several �mes in scripture. Isaiah speaks of them:

(Isaiah 65) {17} See, I will create new heavens and a new
earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will
they come to mind. {18} But be glad and rejoice forever in
what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight
and its people a joy. {19} I will rejoice over Jerusalem and
take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of
crying will be heard in it no more. {20} Never again will
there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old
man who does not live out his years; the one who dies at a
hundred will be thought a mere child; the one who fails to
reach a hundred will be considered accursed.

There appears to be a conflict between what Isaiah says in verse 20 and what John says
two verses from now in Revela�on.36 Isaiah implies there will s�ll be death in the New
Jerusalem on the new earth, but John states plainly that there is no more death in the
New Jerusalem. And how could there be? Death has been thrown into the lake of fire.
There are two possibili�es. The first is that Isaiah speaks of the Millennium and the
reference to the new heavens and earth are part of one vision undis�nguished by Isaiah.
This would be consistent with their o�en being less detail in the Old Testament
prophesies of a series of events than in New Testament ones. And that they some�me
confound prophe�c elements that the New Testament makes separate.

The second is that he may be speaking of the deathless state as a long-lived one.

Peter also speaks of the new heaven and new earth:

(2 Peter 3) {13} But in keeping with his promise we are
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells.

36 Revelation 21:4.
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The statement in the first verse of this chapter that there will not be any sea on the new
earth is interes�ng. Several �mes37 in Revela�on the combina�on “heavens and earth
and sea” are used to mean all of crea�on. Showing a major difference between the old
and new crea�on, that is not the case here. The sea, at least in Revela�on, o�en has a
bad connota�on. It was the na�ons on which the Great Pros�tute sat, and the source of
the An�christ. It is closely �ed to the Abyss (the deep) where demons are imprisoned.
The view of the sea as something hos�le to humanity probably stems from the Israelites
not having much use for it.

Another possibility, harkening back to the sea being humanity in the vision of the Great
Pros�tute is that this verse may mean that there will be no more “Gen�les”. The
number of �mes it is said that the survivors of the an�-Israel na�ons (pre�y much
“gen�le” by defini�on) will come to Jerusalem to celebrate Jewish fes�vals38 would
indicate that, at least in a religious sense, that will be true.

{2} I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beau�fully
dressed for her husband.

We are told several places in scripture that we are to look for an eternal city,
uncorrupted, the home of righteousness. Hebrews 13:14 says, for example, “for here we
do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for a city that is to come.” Here, we
are told that the New Jerusalem is arrayed like a bride, but we are not told who the
bridegroom is. Later, we will be told it is Christ. We know from Ephesians that the
Church is the bride of Christ:

(Ephesians 5) {25} Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her {26} to make
her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through
the word, {27} and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but
holy and blameless.

We will look at why the New Jerusalem, rather than the church, is called the bride here
and in verses 9 and 10 when we get to the la�er.

{3} And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will
be with them and be their God. {4} He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or

37 E.g. Revelation 14:7.
38 E.g. Zechariah 14:16-19.
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mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has
passed away."

God will at last dwell with men again. As it was in Eden, when God walked with men, so
it will be in eternity. The promise God made to Israel if it kept their covenant, the final
blessing he promised them, he now keeps through all eternity, but not because men
have deserved it. Instead, the blood of Christ has done it. In Levi�cus, God promised:

I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not
abhor you. I will walk among you and be your God, and
you will be my people.39

This will finally be fulfilled, literally, at the end. Ezekiel said:

My servant David will be king over them, and they will all
have one shepherd. They will follow my laws and be careful
to keep my decrees. They will live in the land I gave to my
servant Jacob, the land where your fathers lived. They and
their children and their children's children will live there
forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever. I
will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an
everlas�ng covenant. I will establish them and increase
their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them
forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their
God, and they will be my people. Then the na�ons will
know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary
is among them forever.40

All things are now new: the heavens and the earth,41 God’s covenant with his people,42 a
new name for each person,43 a new heart and a new spirit in Israel’s chest.44

{5} He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making
everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true." {6} He said to
me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to
drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.

39 Leviticus 26:11-12.
40 Ezekiel 37:24-28.
41 Isaiah 66:22
42 Jeremiah 31:31.
43 Revelation 3:12.
44 Ezekiel 36:26.
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In verse 3 John hears a loud voice from the throne but does not say who is speaking.
Now, it is he who is seated on the throne who speaks. But who is that? The last person
we saw seated on a throne was Christ at the White Throne Judgment. The designa�on
Alpha and Omega might seem to answer the ques�on. In Revela�on 1:8 God says of
himself that he is the Alpha and the Omega, but in Revela�on 22, Jesus calls himself the
Alpha and the Omega.45 This is part of a pa�ern in Revela�on, star�ng with the end of
the Millennium and the Great White Throne Judgment: it is difficult to tell whether it is
God the Father or God the Son seated on the throne for judgment and on the throne
here. Both the Father and the Son call themselves the Alpha and the Omega. Perhaps
the best interpreta�on is that once the dwelling of God is with men again, the
separa�ons and different func�ons of the persons of the Trinity are much less important
than now when the Father rules in heaven, the Son was incarnate on earth, and the
Spirit guides the Church.

This is quite similar to a scripture from Isaiah, where God tells what it will be like in the
end:

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on
the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring,
and my blessing on your descendants. They will spring up
like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by flowing
streams. One will say, 'I belong to the LORD'; another will
call himself by the name of Jacob; s�ll another will write on
his hand, 'The Lord's,' and will take the name Israel. "This
is what the LORD says-- Israel's King and Redeemer, the
LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from
me there is no God.

Many �mes, God calls himself the first and the last.46 “First and Last,” “beginning and
end”, “Alpha and Omega” all refer to God, some�mes to the father and some�mes to
the son. They mean the same thing as “He who was and is and is to come” and show
that God encompasses all things temporally as well as in all other ways.

{7} Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will
be their God and they will be my children.

Overcoming means two things. First, it means overcoming sin, living as Christ’s new
crea�on. Second, and par�cularly relevant to Revela�on, it means enduring trials, both
the normal ones of life and those caused by persecu�on. It probably also means
enduring all the events of the End Times as portrayed in Revela�on.

45 Revelation 22:13-16. This is another indicator that Jesus is God.
46 e.g Isaiah 44:6, 48:12, Hebrews 7:3, Revelation 1:17.
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This also completes the circle of the book of Revela�on, since each of the le�ers to the
churches at the beginning of the book made a promise to those who are victorious.47

(Revela�on 21) {8} But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the
vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who
prac�ce magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place
will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the
second death.

Those who have not overcome sin will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire. That death is
the more permanent one, the spiritual death. Just as the second life, the life eternal is a
spiritual life, so is the second death. This does not mean it is ghostly or only half real,
nor that these words are merely symbolic. Spiritual things are more real, more solid,
more important than material things. Our existence in heaven will be more real than
our existence here among the shadows. And the death of the spirit which the lost will
undergo will be worse than physical death.

(Revela�on 21) {9} One of the seven angels who had the
seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said
to me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the
Lamb." {10} And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.

John, in the Spirit for the fourth and final �me in Revela�on, sees the bride in the guise
of the New Jerusalem. It is appropriate that he is shown this by one of the angels
holding the bowls that originally held the prayers of the saints and then God’s wrath at
their persecu�on.

Though John is told again that he will be shown the New Jerusalem, this verse does not
mean he was shown the New Jerusalem twice, once here and once at the beginning of
this chapter. This is all part of the same process. There he saw it descending from
heaven. Here, he sees it in detail.

There is, however, a problem. Both Revela�on 21:2 and 21:9-10 strongly indicate that
the New Jerusalem is the bride of Christ. John is told he will be shown the bride of Christ
and is immediately shown the New Jerusalem. In Chapter 19, John was told the bride of
Christ was made ready. Revela�on 19:7b-8 says that the fine linen in which the bride is
arrayed stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people, strongly implying that the
bride is God’s holy people. Then, immediately therea�er, John was shown the armies of
heaven, containing the saints of all ages, coming to earth dressed in “fine linen, bright
and clean”, clearly indica�ng that they are the bride.

47 E.g. Revelation 3:12.
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We have been told48 that the Church is the bride of Christ, and that seems to be at least
part of the meaning of the white-clad riders from heaven who follow Christ. It is also
consistent with the parables Christ told about himself, calling himself the bridegroom.49

Nonetheless, the clear sense of this passage is that Jerusalem is the bride of Christ. How
can his bride be both his people and a city?

Calling Jerusalem the bride of God is consistent with verses from Jeremiah:

{Jeremiah 2) (1) The word of the LORD came to me: {2} “Go
and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem:  I remember the
devo�on of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and
followed me through the desert, through a land not sown.”

What, then, is the rela�onship between the Church and the New Jerusalem? First, the
New Jerusalem is the place Christ has been preparing for us these two thousand years,
and now he is presen�ng it. As Revela�on 21:27 states, it will be the dwelling place of
God’s people and only God’s people.50 Since the Jews will be converted to their Messiah
when Jesus returns,51 all of God’s people will dwell here and the New Jerusalem stands
for what it contains, all those who are God’s.

Perhaps Ephesians explains this rela�onship best:

(Ephesians 2) {19} Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and strangers, but fellow ci�zens with God’s
people and also members of his household, {20} built on
the founda�on of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. {21} In him the
whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. {22} And in him you too are being
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by
his Spirit.

We, the church, are the building, a holy temple to the Lord. We are to be the dwelling in
which God lives now by his Spirit but in the New Jerusalem in his fullness. The followers
of God are the New Jerusalem.

John then goes on to describe how the city appears to him.

48 E.g. Ephesians 5:25-27.
49 Matthew 25:1ff for the parable of the ten wise and ten foolish virgins. Matthew 9:15 for Christ as
bridegroom for his followers. John 3:29 where John the Baptist calls Christ the bridegroom.
50 Revelation 21:27.
51 Zechariah 12:10.
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(Revela�on 21) {11} It shone with the glory of God, and
its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel,

like a jasper, clear as crystal.

The light of the city is from the glory of God who dwells in it. The en�re city shines like a
precious stone. Exactly what stone, however, cannot be known. The stone we know as
jasper is neither transparent nor precious. What is meant here seems more like
diamond than the opaque brown stone we know as jasper.

{12} It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with
twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were wri�en the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel. {13} There were
three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the
south and three on the west. {14} The wall of the city
had twelve founda�ons, and on them were the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

While it doesn’t say so explicitly, it would appear that each gate is named for a tribe of
Israel and each founda�on has the name of one of the twelve apostles. It is not clear
what is to be made of the specific decora�ons of the city. Why, for example, are the
apostles the founda�ons and the tribes the gates? It is interes�ng that there are twenty-
four of them, presumably the same twenty-four who are the elders around the throne
of God. Both the gates and the founda�ons are on the periphery of the city, as the
thrones of the twenty-four elders were around the throne of God.52

{15} The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod
of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. {16}
The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide.
He measured the city with the rod and found it to be
12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long.

The New Jerusalem certainly appears on a grand scale. While the length of a stadium
varied from place to place and �me to �me, it is roughly 2/15 of a mile. Thus 12,000
stadia is approximately 1,600 miles, making the city a cube not a lot smaller than the
moon.

(Revela�on 21) {17} He measured its wall and it was 144
cubits thick, by man's measurement, which the angel was
using.

Like the stadium, the cubit varies in length, but is roughly 18 inches, making the wall a
bit over 200 feet thick.

52 Revelation 4:4.
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{18} The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure
gold, as pure as glass. {19} The founda�ons of the city
walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone.
The first founda�on was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, {20} the fi�h
sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the
eleventh jacinth, and the twel�h amethyst. {21} The
twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a
single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold,
like transparent glass.

Probably one should be cau�ous interpre�ng what exactly is meant by the decora�ons
of the city. To start with, gold is not transparent (verses 18 and 21). It is quite likely that
this is a symbol like the Lamb who was slain is a symbol: a non-literal way of picturing a
literal truth. Christ is the Lamb of God and was slain. But while the image John saw looks
like a lamb, Christ doesn’t. Similarly, the New Jerusalem will be a literal thing where
those who are Christ’s will dwell with God for all eternity. But whether it literally has
founda�ons of carnelian and chrysoprase is another thing. While the literal is a real
possibility, it is more likely that all the brilliance of the decora�on is meant to convey to
a less jaded genera�on than ours the eternal glory those who are the Lord’s will reflect
from him for all eternity.53

{22} I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. {23} The city
does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the
glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. {24}
The na�ons will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their splendor into it. {25} On no day will
its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.
{26} The glory and honor of the na�ons will be brought
into it. {27} Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will
anyone who does what is shameful or decei�ul, but only
those whose names are wri�en in the Lamb's book of
life.

There is no longer a temple, even though it is God’s dwelling place. All the na�ons will
share in the light of God. Only the pure - and the purified - can enter it. Our dwelling
there is at the end of the process that starts with jus�fica�on, leads on to sanc�fica�on,
and ends in glorifica�on. Isaiah saw the end of this, as he did so much else:

53 One particular thing should be mentioned about the decorations: “pearly gates” are the entrances to the
New Jerusalem, not heaven.
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Speaking of the final state of Jerusalem, he wrote:

(Isaiah 60) {18} No longer will violence be heard in your
land, nor ruin or destruc�on within your borders, but you
will call your walls Salva�on and your gates Praise. {19}
The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the
brightness of the moon shine on you, for the LORD will be
your everlas�ng light, and your God will be your glory.
{20} Your sun will never set again, and your moon will
wane no more; the LORD will be your everlas�ng light, and
your days of sorrow will end. {21} Then will all your people
be righteous and they will possess the land forever. They
are the shoot I have planted, the work of my hands, for the
display of my splendor. {22} The least of you will become a
thousand, the smallest a mighty na�on. I am the LORD; in
its �me I will do this swi�ly."

No�ce how this chapter ends: God will bring about the new and purified Jerusalem
‘swi�ly’. This, of course parallels the very end of Revela�on where Christ says he is
coming ‘soon’. In neither case does it mean he will do so immediately. It is more likely
that it means that when the �me is ripe, it will happen in a short period of �me. It is not
a statement of when that period of �me will take place. God, like Aslan, calls all �mes
‘soon’.54

54 C.S. Lewis, Voyage of the Dawn Treader.
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Chapter 22
Chapter 22 con�nues the descrip�on of the New Jerusalem, the home of the saints.

(Revela�on 22) {1} Then the angel showed me the river
of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb {2} down the middle of
the great street of the city. On each side of the river
stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit,
yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree
are for the healing of the na�ons.

Note that the tree of life grows on both sides of the river. There are trees of life, not
just one. Also remember where the tree of life was originally:  in Eden, the paradise of
God. We are back in Eden a�er all this �me.

{3} No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will
serve him.

Note not two thrones but one for Christ and the Father.

{4} They will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. {5} There will be no more night. They will not
need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the
Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever
and ever.

Not only will there be a 1000 year reign by his followers with Christ on the earth, they
will reign forever with him in the new earth.

{6} The angel said to me, "These words are trustworthy
and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,
sent his angel to show his servants the things that must
soon take place." {7} "Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed
is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book."
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This promise to come soon has been mocked for millennia. This is nothing new. Even in
the New Testament there were those who said, “Where is the promise of his coming?”
Peter said this would be par�cularly bad as the end neared:

(2 Peter 3) {3} Above all, you must understand that in the
last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their
own evil desires. {4} They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’
he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything
goes on as it has since the beginning of crea�on.” {5} But
they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the
heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of
water and by water. {6} By these waters also the world of
that �me was deluged and destroyed. {7} By the same
word the present heavens and earth are reserved for
fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruc�on of
the ungodly. {8} But do not forget this one thing, dear
friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like a day. {9} The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead
he is pa�ent with you, not wan�ng anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance. {10} But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with
a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the
earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. {11} Since
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly
lives {12} as you look forward to the day of God and speed
its coming. That day will bring about the destruc�on of the
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.
{13} But in keeping with his promise we are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells.

There are several things to no�ce about this scripture. First, it is clear that Peter expects
the scoffers who arise in the last days to be far in his future. He reports them saying,
”ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has.” If the last days were
imminent in Peter’s day, or Peter believed them to be, he could not have prophesied
that some�me in the far future scoffers would come ques�oning Christ’s return. His
answer to the scoffers in his day, and in ours, is the same: God created everything and
that its final disposi�on is also in his hands. “Soon” means whatever God says it
means.55

55 This is essentially the answer Aslan gives to Lucy in Voyage of the Dawn Treader: “I call all times
soon.”
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The parallel scripture on the New Jerusalem in Isaiah56 cited in the previous chapter,
gives a different explana�on: when the �me spoken of in the prophesy comes around,
the events of the prophesy will happen quickly, in rapid sequence. Isaiah was told by the
Lord that once the Lord started to do the things of the end �mes, he will do them
swi�ly. “In its �me, I will do this swi�ly”, he says.

{8} I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things.
And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to
worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing
them to me. {9} But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a
fellow servant with you and with your brothers the
prophets and of all who keep the words of this book.
Worship God!"

John, as he did in his gospel, tes�fies that he who wrote the book was he who saw the
visions, pu�ng his personal seal on his witness. John then, for the second �me, tries to
worship an angel and is told not to. He must worship God, not another creature. Once
again John wants to worship an angel when the angel is speaking directly as God’s
mouthpiece.

{10} Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the
prophecy of this book, because the �me is near. {11} Let
him who does wrong con�nue to do wrong; let him who
is vile con�nue to be vile; let him who does right
con�nue to do right; and let him who is holy con�nue to
be holy."

Unlike Daniel, John is not told to seal up the words of the book, because the �me is
near. Perhaps equally relevant is that, unlike with the prophesies of Daniel, there are no
other intermediate prophesies to be fulfilled before the ones in Revela�on. Daniel had
the Incarna�on, the destruc�on of Jerusalem, and many other things that had to be
fulfilled before the end. All those things had taken place when John was shown the
visions he records here. There will be no further clarifica�on of the events of the End
Times un�l those �mes are upon us.

{12} "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me,
and I will give to everyone according to what he has
done. {13} I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and
the Last, the Beginning and the End. {14} "Blessed are
those who wash their robes, that they may have the right

56 Isaiah 60:22.
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to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the
city.

It isn’t completely clear whether it is the angel speaking on behalf of Christ, or Christ
himself speaking. In the final analysis, it does not ma�er. It is Christ who will return to
judge the earth and the “quick and the dead” of all ages. From their deeds will come
their rewards. From whether they have washed their robes in the Lamb’s blood will
come the determina�on of their des�ny.

{15} Outside are the dogs, those who prac�ce magic arts,
the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and
everyone who loves and prac�ces falsehood.

Those who are God’s but not yet inside may enter through the perpetually opened gates
of the New Jerusalem. Perhaps that though the city is their dwelling place, there are
reasons for them to be outside. But those who are not Christ’s cannot enter in. That,
presumably, is what the angels at each gate are for. Outside, away from the city, is the
outer darkness to which such will be banished, and where there will be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.

{16} "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this
tes�mony for the churches. I am the Root and the
Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." {17}
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who
hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and
whoever wishes, let him take the free gi� of the water of
life.

Christ now adds his personal tes�mony that the words of this prophecy are from him,
sent to John through his angel. This is just as it was at the start of the book. He then
adds that anyone can come to him and get the water of life, promised to the Samaritan
woman, for free.

{18} I warn everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, I
will add to him the plagues described in this book.

Both the Old and new Testaments warn against adding to the prophesies of God.
Proverbs 30:6 says, “Do not add to his words or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.”

On a personal note, from this comes a great deal of trepida�on in teaching the meaning
of prophesies in Revela�on.
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{19} And if anyone takes words away from this book of
prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in
this book.

Since the only place we know of outside the holy city is a domain of wailing and
gnashing of teeth, this is a powerful warning. Unfortunately, many so-called Chris�an
denomina�ons “take away” the words of prophesy every �me they ignore them or
spiritualize them. God means what he says, and he intends us to know that he does.

{20} He who tes�fies to these things says, "Yes, I am
coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. {21} The grace of
the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.

We have previously discussed the possible meaning of “coming soon”. Whatever we
conclude, Christ is coming back to earth, soon as he counts soon, and perhaps, soon as
we do.

Per Christe totam, da mihi potam!
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i Perhaps, but just perhaps, these are the “Sons of God” who found the “Daughters of men” so fair and
begat the Anakim (Genesis 6:2).

ii The more you read Revelation, the closer you see it tied to the rest of Scripture. Even Proverbs has this
parallel: “ The LORD works out everything for his own ends-- even the wicked for a day of disaster
(Proverbs 16:4),” where the day of disaster is either Armageddon, or more likely, the Last Judgment.

Chapter 22
Endnotes


